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PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
General Objective
Researchers’ education at the highest level with competences in research and disciplinary proficiency with the aim of generating knowledge and theory construction both in the academic and the professional areas pointing at increasing the scientific knowledge levels and the professional practice needed for the national development in the disciplinary area of Psychology.

Specific Objectives
· To strengthen doctorate students conceptually in the research area of Psychology to make him/her able to contribute to the progress of this discipline and to the improvement of life quality in our context.
· To obtain a general vision of the kinds of research supported by different Psychology theoretical perspectives, which will allow doctorate students to conceive highly pertinent, scientific and social research projects.
· To favor the access of professionals of the country and the region to the institutional space of Universidad del Norte for reaching the highest excellence level in the development of their research competences to think and practice psychology.
· To develop communication abilities to disseminate theoretical, methodological and technological knowledge resulting from the research project.
PROFILES
Professional Profiles
After finishing their studies, Psychology Doctors will be characterized by the following traits:

· They will be able to be an autonomous scientific researcher with excellence in the research line where the thesis is developed and in the fundamental technical-conceptual and methodological areas of Psychology.

· They will contribute with a profound sense of responsibility to their social reality, understanding that their knowledge is highly qualified not for solving social urgencies, but to show society the complexity of human development and the contributions the researched scientific concepts can make to the generation of policies and plans related to man´s and society’s reality.
Working Profile
· They will be able to work as researchers or research consultants of high-level scientific research developed in institutions of higher education, scientific academies or governmental and non-governmental instances, which require this kind of specialized knowledge.

· They will contribute to the formation of new researchers at Psychology Master and Doctorate level, both in the methodological and the theoretical-conceptual field.

STUDY PROGRAM
According to the Graduate Curricular Policies of Universidad del Norte, the curricular proposal of the Psychology Doctorate is structured through the credit system. The program has 96 credits. 66 credits (68.75%) correspond to the research component and 30 credits (31.25%) to foundations with an average time of development of eight semesters. Based on the pedagogic vision the curricular structure of the Psychology Doctorate will be organized as follows;
Theory Component
The foundation component refers to the courses which support the conceptual framework of the program. Its purpose is to give a solid theoretical and conceptual foundation in Psychology according to the psychological theories, Psychology Development and the research lines of the program (Health Psychology and Human Development) which promote inter-disciplinary knowledge.
Table 1.  Subjects of the foundation component
	Subject
	Level
	Credits

	Specialized Seminars per Research Lines I
	1
	3

	Specialized Seminars per Research Lines II
	2
	3

	Specialized Seminars per Research Lines III
	3
	3

	Specialized Seminars per Research Lines IV
	4
	3

	Psychological Development I
	1
	3

	Psychological Development II
	2
	3

	Theoretical Reflection Seminar I
	1
	3

	Theoretical Reflection Seminar II
	2
	3

	Theoretical Reflection Seminar III
	3
	3

	Theoretical Reflection Seminar IV
	4
	3

	Total
	30


Research Component
The research component refers on the one hand; to the advanced education courses in research, which are meant to develop scientific competences, related to the management of bi-variable and multivariable analysis techniques as well as qualitative data with their corresponding epistemological foundation. On the other hand, it refers of the follow up developed by the thesis tutors and to the visible products issued by students during this process, which will generate new knowledge for the advancement of science, technology and Humanities. The educational activities which provide an intensive training in the research developed in an area of knowledge are also part of this component, especially those requiring the assessment of a professor who develops his/her research within the groups’ framework and the research lines established in the academic departments and which must be formally registered, acknowledged and classified by Colciencias.
Table 2.  Subjects of the Research Component
	Subject
	Level
	Credits

	Foundations for Social Sciences Research 
	1
	3

	Psychology Research Methodology
	2
	3

	Methodology Elective Seminars I
	3
	3

	Methodology Elective Seminar II
	4
	3

	Research Plan I
	1
	5

	Research Plan II
	2
	5

	Research Plan III
	3
	6

	Research Plan IV
	4
	6

	Research Plan V
	5
	8

	Research Plan VI
	6
	8

	Research Plan VII
	7
	8

	Research Plan VIII
	8
	8

	Total
	66


RESEARCH LINES
According to Colciencias, research lines “are the guiding axis, topic or problem of the research activities of a research group or unit towards the achievement of a higher goal or objective in the long term”. A research line implies the existence of associated projects. Around it, there are also other science and technology activities (such as courses, doctorate and master programs, academic exchanges and others). The development of a research line implies systematic work within a given topic and it requires permanent dedication, confrontation of results and the judgment of academic pairs. Its consolidation degree depends on the number of projects completed with results, products, and those under way with a high development level. A research line may require inter and trans-disciplinary, institutional and inter-group work at national as well as at international level. A research line must be justified by its relevance, pertinence and its current or potential impact on the solution of problems or the creation of opportunities through the generation of new knowledge or technologies. The results of its development generate impact at national or global level or within the university”.

Through research lines, the doctorate candidate defines the topic nucleus and the specific problem of his/her interest where his/her research project will come from, and based on this, and the assessment of the director and the group, he/she will define the agenda for the formulation and development of the project as well as for the complementary curricular activities which will lead him/her to the successful accomplishment of the 96 regular credits required for the granting of the doctorate degree. The Psychology Doctorate has two research lines: Human Development and Health Psychology. These lines have developed and strengthened through the research and development projects completed by the researchers of the Research Group on Human Development - Gidhum – and the Research Group in Psychology throughout their existence. Therefore, each of them is based on scientific production, experience and the direct knowledge of the researchers who form them, as well as on the alliances with local (in Communication, Neuropsychology and Education), national and international research groups.

Table 3.  Lines, nuclei and Doctorate Researchers 

	Human Development Line

Topic nuclei 

	1. Construction of Social Knowledge

	2. Implicit knowledge

	3. Development of Mathematical knowledge

	4. Development of economic concepts

	5. Basic Processes

	6. Development of Critical Thinking

	Health Psychology Line

Topic Nuclei 

	1. Protecting Factors

	2. Health Prevention and Promotion

	3. Psycho-affective Development

	4. Psychological Factors in Risk Contexts

	5. Social Networks

	6. Resilience

	7. Psychopathology

	8. Anxiety Experience

	9. Neuropsychological Rehabilitation


RESEARCH SUPERVISORS AND PROFESSORS FOR PHD PROGRAM
	No.
	Name
	Education 

	1
	Jorge Palacio
	Psychologist. Ph.D. in Psychology (Universidad Paris X - Nanterre, Francia) https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Jorge_Palacio_Sanudo

	2
	José Amar
	Psychologist. Ph.D. in Counseling Psychology (Newport University, USA) https://www.researchgate.net/researcher/17786133_Jose_Juan_Amar_Amar

	3
	Moisés Mebarak
	Psychologist. Ph.D. in Clinical and Health Psychology (Universidad de Salamanca, España) https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Moises_Mebarak

	4
	Edith Aristizabal
	Psychologist. Ph.D. in Psychology (Universidad de Maimónides, Argentina) https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Edith_Aristizabal

	5
	Jean David Polo
	Ph.D. Psychologist. in Social and Organizational Behavior (Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, España) https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Jean_Polo_Vargas

	6
	Mayilin Moreno
	Psychologist. Ph.D. in Psychology (Universidad de Toulouse – Le Mirail, Francia) https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Mayilin_Moreno_Torres

	7
	Ana María Trejos
	Psychologist. Ph.D. in Psychology (Universidad del Norte) https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Ana_Trejos2

	8
	Olga Hoyos
	Psychologist. Ph.D. in Psychological Development and School Learning (Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, España) https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Olga_Hoyos_De_Los_Rios

	9
	María Amaris
	Psychologist. Ph.D. in Psychology (Universidad del Norte) https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Maria_Macias3

	10
	Camilo Madariaga
	Psychologist. Ph.D. in Education (Universidad de Humanismo Cristiano, Chile) https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Camilo_Madariaga_Orozco

	11
	Carlos de los Reyes
	Psychologist. Ph.D. in Psychology(Universidad de Salamanca, España) https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Carlos_De_los_Reyes_Aragon

	12
	Marina Llanos
	Psychologist. Ph.D. in Psychology (Universidad del Norte) https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Marina_Llanos

	13
	Isabel Suarez
	Psychologist. Ph.D. in Neuroscience (Universidad d’Aix-Marseille, Francia) https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Isabel_Suarez5

	14
	Raimundo Abello
	Psychologist. Doctor en Educación (Universidad del Humanismo Cristiano, Chile) https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Raimundo_Llanos

	15
	Alberto M. de Castro
	Psychologist. Ph.D. in Psychology (Universidad Saybrook, USA) https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Alberto_De_Castro4

	16
	José Aparicio
	Psychologist. Ph.D. in Learning and Teaching (Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, España) https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Jose_Serrano21

	17
	Ana Rita Russo
	Psychologist. Ph.D. in Philosophy and Education Sciences (Universidad de Salamanca, España) http://scienti.colciencias.gov.co:8081/cvlac/visualizador/generarCurriculoCv.do?cod_rh=0000172570

	18
	Tania Iglesias
	Psychologist. Ph.D. in Clinical and Health Psychology (Universidad de Barcelona, España) https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Tania_Iglesias2

	19
	Soraya Lewis
	Psychologist. Ph.D. in Psychology (Universidad de Maimónides, Argentina) https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Lewis_Soraya

	20
	María M. Botero
	Psychologist. Ph.D. in Psychology (Universidad del Norte) https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Maria_Botero4

	21
	Ana M. Bello V.
	Psychologist. Ph.D. in Psychology (Universidad del Norte) https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Ana_Bello4

	22
	Anthony Millan
	Psychologist. Ph.D. in Social Sciences and Humanities (Universidad Simón Bolívar, Venezuela) https://scholar.google.es/citations?user=tyqjwmEAAAAJ&hl=es 

	23
	Ernesto Monroy
	Psychologist. Ph.D. in Psychology (Brunel University London, Inglaterra) http://scienti.colciencias.gov.co:8081/cvlac/visualizador/generarCurriculoCv.do?cod_rh=0001364233 

	24
	Carlos Acosta
	Psychologist. Ph.D. in Education (Universidad del Humanismo Cristiano, Chile)

	25
	Rafael Tuesca*
	Doctor. Ph.D. in Preventive Medicine and Public Health (Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, España)

	26
	Miguel Rojas*
	Engineer. Ph.D. in Industrial Engineering and Systems (Universidad Internacional de la Florida, USA)

	27
	Jesús Arroyave*
	Social Communicator. Ph.D. in Communication (Universidad de Miami, USA)


*Co-supervisor.
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